
Can we have the Benefits of Women in the Clergy?	
!
A Review of the Writings for an Answer	
!

Co-authored by Jon and Karin Childs	
!!!
Background on the Authors	
!
We see this paper as feedback to the clergy. Since we can only speak for ourselves we 
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Karin was born and baptized into the church 52 years ago. Her parents are Lennart and 
Donnette Alfelt. Karin grew up in Bryn Athyn and attended church schools up through a 
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being The Temple of Wisdom), is co-founder and editor for Fountain Publishing which is a 
Swedenborgian based publishing company, published articles in church periodicals, and 
has been director for many regular church and special event/holiday enactments at Oak 
Arbor church. Karin runs the church book room and leads a Sunday School program for 
7-12 grades. Karin has always loved to study the Writings and Bible and brings what she 
learns into fruition as described above.	
!
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and then received a BS in Engineering and has been an engineer in the Detroit area’s 
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and the grief process has greatly informed and affected who we are. Our surviving 
children are Curtis, Bethany, Matthew and Shaina Childs. We have been married 32 years 
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!
Paper’s Summary 	
!
This paper has a foreword and four major sections. The first section is a review of key 
numbers in the Writings often used in arguments against women in the ministry. 	

The second section is a wider look at the Writings in regards to the clergy.	

The book Conjugial Love makes specific statements about husbands and wives and then 
generalizes about men and women. The third section of this paper looks at how these 
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numbers might be applied to a male and female clergy and what the potential benefits 
might be.	

The fourth and final section of the paper addresses two final arguments used against 
women as ministers, discusses next steps and concluding remarks.	
!
Foreword	
!
This paper has five assumption or positions from which it is written:	


1) That men in Swedenborg’s time, including Swedenborg, did not understand 
women’s integral role regarding wisdom.	


2) Women are equal to men in their ability to regenerate, learn truth and learn to do 
good.	


3) That church policy should not be based on examples used in numbers in the 
Writings but rather on the main doctrinal points of numbers.	


4) The state of the church has changed a lot for the better since the Writings were 
published.	


5) That statements around husbands and wives in the book Conjugial Love are often 
generalized to men and women and this approach is a worthy practice and should 
be considered even when a generalization is not made in order to help understand 
the benefits of men and women working together. These positions are further 
developed below.	
!

That men in Swedenborg’s time, including Swedenborg, did not understand 
women’s integral role regarding wisdom can be seen in reading CL 56 where we find 
Swedenborg in a garden near the Temple of Wisdom in which are smaller buildings that 
are replicas of the temple. These buildings have wise men in them and Swedenborg 
approaches one and is greeted by a male receptionist and welcomed in. Swedenborg 
noticed that the building he was in was divided into two sections and he asks the 
receptionist why it is divided. The receptionist replies, “I am not alone. My wife is with 
me…” and Swedenborg replies, “I know you are wise, but what does a wise man or 
wisdom have to do with a woman?”	

The receptionist becomes annoyed with Swedenborg’s question and calls out to the other 
wise men in the surrounding buildings, “our visitor here says he wants to know what a 
wise man or wisdom has to do with a woman!” Then they all laugh at Swedenborg’s 
question.	

Besides the humor evident in this number, the number has some very important 
messages. The first is the point of the number, “what is a wise man apart from a 
woman…?” A woman is integral to the formation of wisdom in a man. Without a woman 
a man “is a dunce” (CL 56[4], Rogers translation).	

Another important message is that Swedenborg, a very wise and deep thinker, asked a 
question that drove wise men to laugh because he was so far off the mark, so far from the 
truth. His question is, “what does a woman have to do with wisdom?” Is this not a 
reasonable question in Swedenborg’s day? Is this question not just as likely to get asked 
today by many if not most men?	
!

��� 	
2



We propose that this doctrine, that a woman is the key to wisdom, is the center of the 
question as to whether women should be included in the clergy. In the second half of this 
paper we will see how many Conjugial Love numbers make the jump from husbands to 
men in general, and from wives to women in general. This paper will make the assertion 
that the jump is appropriate in the issue of the ordination of women. Women, working 
side by side with men, will be an integral part and key to wise doctrine being developed 
for the organized New Church.	
!
Women are equal to men in their ability to regenerate, learn truth and learn to do 
well. This can be seen in CL 122 where it says that “From the marriage of good and truth 
that emanates and flows in from the Lord, a person [man or woman] acquires truth, to 
which the Lord joins good, and in this way the church is formed in the person by the 
Lord.”	
!
And regarding the state of the will in a young man or woman before regeneration, TCR 
106 testifies that “The first state is represented by the stages we all go through from 
infancy to childhood and into our teenage years, our twenties, and our thirties. These 
stages entail our being deferential and obedient to our parents, and learning from teachers 
and ministers.” The wills of both young women and young men are in need of a certain 
amount of guidance from outside teaching. But for those seeking the path of regeneration, 
there comes a point, for both women and men, in which they begin to be more and more 
guided from within. This is the process of building an individual church within oneself, 
and we will touch more on that later in this paper.	
!
Church policy should not be based on examples used in numbers in the Writings but 
rather on the main doctrinal points of numbers. We have no specific quote to back this 
up, but base it instead on common sense. Examples change over time, while the doctrinal 
truth or the main point of numbers stays unchanging through time. 	
!
That the state of the church has changed a lot for the better since the Writings were 
published can be seen by looking at numbers that describe how bad things were at the 
time the Writings were published. Also, the effect of the Writings on the world is evident 
in the incredible external changes that have rapidly taken place since that time, including 
significant improvement in the lives and education of women. Regarding how bad the 
state of the church was in the time the Writings were written, we cite CL 79 as an 
example, in which an angel says to Swedenborg: “You would like to see the age that 
followed those ancient ages…and what it is still like today.” The scene described in this 
number was dark, decrepit and unorganized, surrounded by poisonous fumes and fierce, 
dirty beasts. People lived in shacks, and they saw no difference between a wife and a 
harlot. They were hostile toward any suggestion of applying religion to life. And “new 
people keep coming from earth to this region every day, and previous inhabitants are by 
turns removed and cast down…” Also in CL 80 we see the church was “infested by evils 
and falsities” and Swedenborg was told that “the end has now come.” CL 81 then 
describes the impending drastic change where “…the Lord will revive conjugial love…” 
Though here in the 21st century we can still see remnants of that “iron mixed with clay” 
phase, one cannot help but also see all the drastic spiritual improvements as human 
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beings search for more purpose and meaning in their lives and in their relationships. The 
human race has made great progress in the last couple of centuries opposing slavery and 
racial suppression, and in advocating for human rights. This includes much greater 
awareness and improvements in the ways that women and children are treated worldwide, 
as discussed in articles in The World Transformed: Swedenborg and the Last Judgement 
(2011, Bryn Athyn College Press, Bryn Athyn, PA). As far as marriage is concerned, 
despite continuing disorders in the realm of sex (such as porn) and relationships, marriage 
has come a long way. The ownership of a wife as property is disappearing worldwide, 
and there is also a definite increase in the interest of pursuing genuine, working marriage 
relationships. In recent years we have noticed an increase in books, counseling methods, 
seminars, and other tools to help husbands and wives better understand each other and 
develop a lasting relationship based on mutual love and respect. The Second Coming has 
had its effects, and we are living in very different times, both spiritually and naturally, 
than the times that Swedenborg was describing.	
!
That statements around husbands and wives in the book Conjugial Love are often 
generalized to men and women will be shown in section three of this paper. It is 
mentioned here because it is a key assumption of this paper that applying teachings about 
the interaction of wives and husbands to the interaction of female and male leadership in 
our church would lead to many benefits. This practice would allow us to use the powerful 
and effective dynamics of a partnership of men and women in the development of 
doctrine for our church. This point is often stated by those asking for this change to our 
clergy, so it is being emphasized here. Women inspire men to pursue true wisdom and 
that dynamic is used in support of women in the ministry in this paper.	
!!

SECTION 1	

Review of Key Numbers in the Writings to do with Women in the Ministry	
!

Conjugial Love	
!
Conjugial Love seems to be the book in the Writings to have the most statements about 
women, so it is where we turn to first. 	
!
CL 125	

CL 125 on the surface might be used in an argument against women priests by saying a 
woman is dependent on a man to have the church, and that she would not be a good 
independent-thinking priest, able to write sermons on her own. The direct quote is: 	

“In the case of married couples, the church is implanted first in the man, and through the 
man in his wife, because the man with his understanding acquires the truths that the 
church teaches, and the wife acquires it from the man. But if the reverse takes place it is 
not according to order.  Nevertheless, this sometimes happens, but only in the case of 
men who either are not lovers of wisdom and so are not part of the church, or who hang 
like slaves on the bidding of their wives.”	
!
But this argument assumes that women are somehow less then whole people in regards to 
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being able to form a church within them. It is part of the beautiful concept of Conjugial 
Love that husbands and wives, in addition to being individual people on their own, also 
join forces to fill in missing parts of each other and form a whole new joint “person” or 
angel as a result of their partnership. Both husband and wife work together to form this 
new angel, each being dependent on the other, yet whole and independent at the same 
time. In CL 121 and CL 122 we see this independent wholeness, that men and women are 
whole people in regards to having the church formed within them. The title of CL 122 
shows this:	

“From the marriage of good and truth that emanates and flows in from the Lord, a person 
acquires truth, to which the Lord joins good, and in this way the church is formed in the 
person by the Lord.”	
!
From this baseline independent state we have the case of a married couple and the 
dynamics of the church they form together as they become of one mind. From the final 
paragraph in CL 122:	

“In addition, man is born with the faculty of knowing, understanding and becoming 
wise…. And the female was created through the truth of the male and is formed into a 
love of it more and more after marriage, it follows that she also receives her husband’s 
truths into herself and joins it to her good.” We added underlines for emphasis.	
!
This church being formed in the married pair is in “addition” to the church they have 
within themselves individually. This church they have together is something the wife 
“also” has in addition to her own church and understanding. She has a church on her own, 
but once married she needs a partnership with her husband to be able to form a new, 
additional church that is the culmination the joining of two independent minds into one. 
Together they can pool their resources to form a better and more whole church as a 
married pair. Only by combining their natures does the church of a single Conjugial pair-
angel become formed. And this new joint church has each spouse equally depending upon 
the other.	
!
But as CL 125 makes clear, husbands need to take a lead role in this new combined 
church. As is typical, a man can be slow in caring about wisdom at a young age—a kind 
of wisdom that is centered around learning to truly love his wife. A woman can’t push 
this into a marriage and have the magic of Conjugial Love’s church really form. CL 125 
is indicating that a husband has to take the initiative and choose to start caring about and 
pursuing the truth of faith and the goodness of life. Then the wife, who has been waiting 
for this, can love his efforts, and can add this to the church she already has. Only then 
does their joint church begin.	
!
The individual church and the combined church are also being described in CL 62 and CL 
63. In CL 62 “…because the church in a person is a marriage of good and truth.” Then in 
CL 63 “However, the way the church is formed in two married partners…” The word 
“however” being like the word “also” above. The church that is formed in the marriage 
depends upon the husband taking the first steps, as described above, and then the wife can 
respond with all she has to offer as well.	

 	


��� 	
5



Therefore, a woman can make a fine priest either before marriage with her own 
independent church or after marriage with the additional understanding and insight that is 
formed from being a part of a couple’s growing combined church.	
!
CL 163 to 165	

The numbers CL 163 to 165 on the surface might be used in an argument against women 
priests by saying men have an intellectual wisdom that is used for occupations, including 
being clergymen. This intellectual wisdom ascends to a light that women do not have and 
women keep silent when men are talking about these types of male intellectual things.	
!
The main doctrinal point of this set of numbers can be best seen by looking at the title 
sentence in CL 163: “A wife’s union with her husband’s intellectual wisdom takes place 
inwardly, but with his moral wisdom outwardly.” The union of a wife with her husband’s 
wisdom, and in general of women with men’s wisdom, is with two types of wisdom men 
have: intellectual wisdom and moral wisdom. And the union is more inward (or less 
obvious) with intellectual wisdom and more outward (more obvious) with men’s moral 
wisdom. Intellectual wisdom has to do with the “understanding alone”. Moral wisdom 
has to do with understanding as applied to life. When we look at these quotes in the 
context of what is said in the full set of numbers (163-165) and in the context of the times 
the Writings were written (when considering the examples only) we see that women are 
very good candidates for the priesthood and that the priesthood may be one of the best 
suited occupations for women (for those who feel the call).	
!
In CL 163 we learn that intellectual wisdom has the general elements of knowledge, 
intelligence and wisdom and in particular rationality, judgment, genius, learning and 
sagacity. One type of knowledge described is the knowledge that is learned in order to 
perform an occupation. Everyone, male and female, can learn knowledge, which consists 
of facts and skills. The examples in CL 163 of occupations, for which there is 
“occupational knowledge” are clergymen, civil officers, judges, physicians, pharmacists, 
soldiers, sailors, craftsmen, workmen, farmers. Then CL 163 lists fields of study that 
engage “intellectual wisdom” such as: philosophy, physics, geometry, mechanics, 
chemistry, astronomy, law, political science, ethics, and history. Both men and women 
now perform these occupations and study these fields.	
!
It is interesting to note here that the clergy is listed along with other less intellectually 
lofty occupations such as craftsmen and farming, as containing one type of occupational 
knowledge. A part of being a clergymen is on the facts and skills level, accessible to all 
with a mind to learn, both male and female. Since the job of clergymen is to “lead to the 
good of life,” the female desire to apply truth to life could work especially well in this 
occupation.	

CL 164 describes moral wisdom as “all moral virtues which have regard to the way they 
live and which enter into their manner of life….[including] spiritual virtues which spring 
from love toward God and love for the neighbor….” The list of examples includes 
temperance, sobriety, integrity, kindliness, friendliness, modesty, honesty, helpfulness, 
courteousness, diligence, industriousness, skillfulness, alacrity, generosity, liberality, 
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magnanimity, energy, courage, and prudence. Getting to an even deeper, spiritual level, 
the list also includes love of religion, charity, truthfulness, faith, conscience, and 
innocence. Since these attributes in men have to do with wisdom that is applied to life, 
they are attributes that wives and women are especially interested in uniting with. Women 
will love these attributes in men regardless of the mens’ level of intellectual wisdom.	

Women’s greater interest in men’s moral wisdom than in their intellectual wisdom 
explains the following: 	

“… a wife’s union with her husband’s intellectual wisdom exists inwardly [less 
obviously] because this wisdom is characteristic of the intellect of men, and it ascends 
into a light in which women are not. That is why women do not speak from it, but in 
gatherings of men where matters like this are being discussed, they keep silent and only 
listen.” CL 165	

In Swedenborg’s day, women were not educated for or engaged in occupations outside of 
the home, so they would have no ability to take part in occupational discussions. Today, 
women have access to most kinds of occupational education and experience. They have 
much more ability to engage intelligently in conversations about occupational wisdom.	

However, we suggest that the “higher light” into which men can raise their intellects is a 
place where there is intellectual thought that is not yet joined to any useful application. 
(Note: the term “higher light” is used in a number of other places in the Writings in a way 
that is not gender specific, such as DLW 256.) The male-specific “higher light” is 
different than the “enlightenment” necessary for the priesthood, addressed later in this 
paper. Discussions based on the male-specific “higher light”—intellectual thought not yet 
applied to useful application—are not going to engage women in the way that discussions 
about the application or the ethics of any concept will. Women will most likely “keep 
silent and only listen” if they can’t find any application or ethics to connect with. They 
may keep silent and listen until they can find something to grab on to, to bring, by their 
own input, into an area of ethics or useful application. Then the less obvious union with 
the intellectual wisdom turns into the more obvious union with the men’s moral wisdom: 
“…a wife’s union with men’s moral wisdom exists outwardly, because the virtues of this 
wisdom are akin for the most part to similar virtues in women…” (CL 165). When both 
female and male intellects are engaged in useful application of information, there is an 
obvious union, and a more active give-and-take in discussions.	

Again, we suggest that male-specific “higher light” is a kind of intellectual thought that is 
not yet joined with any useful application. “…[men’s] intellectual wisdom has to do with 
their understanding alone, while their moral wisdom has to with both their understanding 
and at the same time their life” (CL 163). This can perhaps be seen in the male ability to 
engage in figuring out how to do something just for the enjoyment of being able to, even 
when the man doesn’t yet have a practical use in mind for the ability. From this ability 
have come many inventions in which the inventor first had to delve into a kind of 
thinking that went beyond any known useful application. We can see how this can be “a 
light in which women are not” because women are created to always be connecting and 
applying. There is some way that they cannot engage in a kind of thinking that has 
nothing to do with application or connection. This does not mean that women don’t have 
an ability to acquire and use knowledge that is equal to men’s. It seems to mean that there 
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is a way of engaging in knowledge—detached from connection and application—that is 
so contrary to the make-up of a woman that she just can’t “go there.”	

On the flip side, we suggest that “higher heat” is the female ability to feel that something 
is important, even if she cannot yet connect that feeling with a rational explanation that 
can be put into words. CL 165 points out that “a wife recognizes [moral] virtues in her 
husband better than he recognizes them in himself….” She can feel the goodness of his 
morality, whether she can explain that well or not.	

If women respect and value the ability for “higher light” in men, they can patiently look 
for the ways to help draw concepts that are detached from application into a realm where 
the concepts can be connected with usefulness. And if men respect and value the ability 
for “higher heat” in women, they can patiently recognize that that a woman is feeling 
something important, and help her draw that feeling into a realm where words and 
explanations can give the feeling greater clarity.	

Therefore, the male-specific “higher light” does not mean “smarter” or “better intellects.” 
Both men and women have equally capable intellects. “Higher light” and “higher heat” 
just mean complimentary abilities that can be best utilized when valued and supported by 
the opposite gender.	

In conclusion, what is a priest’s primary job but to teach truth in order to lead to the good 
of life? The truth that is studied and taught must connect with the priest’s congregation, 
and it must be applied to life, so it does not require the kind of “understanding alone” 
mental ability that only men have. It is the area of wisdom, moral wisdom, which 
includes spiritual virtues that women are drawn to and love. Moral wisdom is an area 
common to men and women. Women know moral wisdom very well and can lead us to 
good spiritual lives if we allow them to work in the area of wisdom they are most joined 
to. These numbers have been used in arguments against women priests, but we believe 
the numbers actually show what type of wisdom women are most closely attuned to, one 
of moral and spiritual virtues, which is the focus of religion.	
!
CL 174 and 175	

CL 174 and 175 on the surface might be used in an argument against women priests by 
saying women do not have the judgment to perform the duties of a priest nor the ability to 
raise their minds, as it has been argued, that priests need to. It has been argued that if 
women were priests they would need to go to men for advice instead of the directly going 
to the Word for enlightenment. The direct applicable quotes are:	
!
“We say that a wife cannot enter into duties appropriate to her husband or conversely a 
husband into duties appropriate to his wife, because they differ, like wisdom and its 
accompanying love…” CL 175	
!
“Many people believe that women can perform the duties of men if only they are 
introduced into them from early age in the way that boys are. However, women can be 
introduced into the exercise of these duties, but not into the judgment on which the proper 
performance of these duties inwardly depends. Therefore, those women who are 
introduced into the duties of men, in matters of judgment are bound to go to men for 
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advice; and then, from the men’s recommendations, if they are their own mistresses, they 
choose what accords with their love.” CL 175	
!
“Some people also suppose that women can raise the sight of their understanding into the 
same realm of light that men can and see things on the same high level. They have been 
persuaded of this opinion by what some educated female poets have written. But when 
the works of these female poets were examined in their presence in the spiritual world, 
they were found to be works, not of judgment and wisdom, but of cleverness and a 
facility in the use of language.” CL 175	

 	

The doctrinal purpose of CL 174 and 175 is to say that wives and husbands have different 
duties and that they cannot perform each other’s duties appropriately. This doctrinal 
purpose is found in the title of in CL 174, which is the topic being addressed in these two 
numbers:	
!
“A husband has duties appropriate to him, and a wife duties appropriate to her, and a wife 
cannot enter into duties appropriate to her husband or a husband into duties appropriate to 
his wife and perform them properly.”	
!
The number goes on to say: “There is no need to illustrate (these duties) by recounting 
them … for these are many and various in nature. Moreover, everyone knows how to 
divide them into their categories according to their general and specific kinds, provided 
he directs his mind to seeing the difference between them.”	
!
Some of these differences in duties are obvious. For example only women can nurse 
babies. But in modern times, dividing these categories up is no longer so easy. Women 
have now been accepted into many roles that were historically performed by men, such as 
teaching at universities. Also, many jobs that in Swedenborg’s day would have been 
performed by a single man such as a blacksmith have become enlarged into mass 
production companies with many departments full of workers, both male and female.	
!
And yet we do know that men and women have unique contributions. We know from 
modern studies that when a father is missing from a family there are unmet needs by both 
the sons and daughters, and the case is the same when a mother is missing.  We know that 
the brains of men and women function in unique ways, with women’s brains operating in 
many areas simultaneously, while men’s brains function in ways that are more localized 
and concentrated. We can see that at some level wives and women typically want to 
“feed” and “nurture” in whatever they take part in, and husbands and men want to 
“provide for” and “protect”. So we know that men and women have different capabilities 
and drives, but it does not seem useful to categorize or set policy to guide or enforce this 
from the outside. Each gender will bring unique, innate qualities to whatever duty or job 
they perform. 	
!
In CL 174, Swedenborg was not guided to list particular masculine and feminine duties, 
because pinning down specific external duties is not the point. The doctrinal point of the 
number is that wives and husbands, women and men, have unique and valuable roles 
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based on their natures. Cultural customs change about who does what job or task, but the 
thing that doesn’t change is that one gender can’t fill in for the other on the deepest level. 
Women bring a will, affection and love-oriented approach to whatever they study, teach, 
or do, and men can’t provide that in the same way. Men bring an understanding, thought 
and wisdom-oriented approach to whatever they study, teach or do, and women can’t 
provide that in the same way. Any occupational area of life will be enriched by having 
both approaches present and working in harmony, just as a marriage is enriched by both 
approaches working in full, respectful partnership. And just as in a marriage, a working 
partnership of men and women in any occupation will become “progressively conjunctive 
as time goes on” (CL 175).	
!
But is this number saying women cannot preach? No, it does not say that. If this were an 
important point to be made for a new church, it would have been made here. Does it say 
women cannot have a love for teaching truth to lead to the good of life? No, the number 
is indicating that when they do this, they will have a unique and feminine way of 
performing that job, just as male priests do.	
!
Women can do their duties or tasks according to their perception and wisdom, and the list 
of duties possible for women has grown since the Writings were published. In modern 
society women do take on roles traditional to men, but these duties can be done with 
feminine wisdom as well, and when needed, men can be, and are, consulted in a natural 
give and take. It’s this give and take of how to approach things that will improve our 
church when women are included as priests.	
!
There may be things to learn from the listed duties in CL 176 that reflect particular 
strengths that women could bring to the uses of the clergy. Without enforcing specific 
roles from the outside, we may find that women priests bring particular strengths to the 
job that involve the same skills that mothers use in caring for babies and young children. 
A mother’s job is not just about the “soft stuff.” It also involves a great deal of tough 
resilience, clear guidance, attention to what is needed, keeping order, and intense 
decision-making. Women priests could bring unique and important skills in developing 
and applying doctrine that nurtures innocence, goodness and orderly affections in the 
people they are leading and working with.	
!
The point of the CL 174 and CL 175 is that husband and wives, and men and women in 
general, have unique roles that the other can’t perform, and it is implied that they need 
each other to find true wisdom and to form a true church. CL 176 emphasizes the value of 
the mutual aid that husbands and wives give to each other, and this is possible also in any 
occupation, including the priesthood, in which men and women work together in 
partnership: “These duties are joined together through the counsel, support, and many 
other kinds of assistance that the two partners give each other.”	
!
CL 90 and 91	

CL 90 and 91 on the surface might be used in an argument against women priests by 
saying women should do domestic tasks rather than occupational tasks. The direct 
applicable quotes are:	
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!
“ With respect to his employment…most of which are occupational.” CL 90	
!
“ With respect to her employment…it has to do with works of the hands and are called 
sewing, needlework, and other names, which serve for decoration, for her personal 
adornment, and for enhancing her beauty, also that it has to do with various tasks called 
domestic…Women do these things…to become wives…” CL 91	
!
The doctrinal purpose of these two numbers is found in the title of CL 90, which is the 
topic being addressed in these two numbers: “In members of the animal kingdom, good’s 
truth or truth resulting from good is masculine, and truth’s consequent goodness or good 
resulting from that truth is feminine.” CL 90	
!
What is described in this initial paragraph is that created vessels, members of the animal 
kingdom, receive the united love and wisdom that flows from the Lord according to their 
forms. Males receive the truth of wisdom and are born to become intellect oriented. Then, 
in the last sentence of this paragraph: “Reason can see this from its own sight of various 
characteristics in the male…” The next paragraph further describes this intellect 
orientation of men, and the next four paragraphs give specific examples of characteristics 
that are listed to be in support of the main topic or point – the male form is truth resulting 
from good  (wisdom from a love of growing wise). The employments, the behavior, the 
physique and the power of insemination are listed to help us see and agree with the point 
that men are in the love of growing wise.	
!
CL 91 goes on to describe the will-orientation of females and how that shows in their 
disposition, employment, behavior and figure. It also describes that women are created to 
love the wisdom of men. Because of this, women are inclined to encourage men to 
develop genuine wisdom, and thus women act to inspire or bring out the best in men 
when men decide to value that encouragement.	
!
CL 91 talks about domestic duties for wives. In the same way that a wife and mother pays 
attention in her home to what is needed by the people who live there, women priests 
could bring a particular interest and awareness about the needs of the people in the 
church organization. From their feminine concern for connection and application, women 
priests would bring a particular concentration for making sure that doctrine is reaching 
people where they are, and meeting their needs by being practical and applicable to life. 
The same feminine skills depicted mostly in physical needlework and decorative 
handcrafts in Swedenborg’s day can nowadays be applied to the way women love to 
weave doctrinal ideas together into a cohesive picture that brings out the beauty of the 
teachings.	
!
To focus on the listed characteristics written down in Swedenborg’s day is to make policy 
and doctrine from examples, which can change over time, rather than principles or main 
points. Women’s occupations have changed and this is acceptable and to be expected. The 
world has changed as a result of the Second Coming. In all her modern occupations, 
including the occupation of an ordained minister, a woman will bring her innate and 
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valuable will-orientation.	
!
CL 168	

CL 168 on the surface might be used in an argument against women priests by saying 
women are tied to their wills and can’t see in a higher light needed for being a priest. The 
direct applicable quotes are:	

“This perception is a wisdom that the wife has. A man is not capable of it, neither is a 
wife capable of her husband’s intellectual wisdom…. It is masculine to perceive from the 
intellect, and feminine to perceive from love. Moreover the intellect also perceives those 
matters which transcend the body and the world—it being the nature of intellectual and 
spiritual sight to move in that direction—while love does not perceive beyond what it 
feels. When it does, its perception draws on its union with the intellect of a man, a union 
established from creation. For the intellect has to do with light, and love with warmth, 
and concerns that are matter of light are seen, whereas concerns that are matters of 
warmth are felt…. [B]ecause of the universal difference which exists between 
masculinity and femininity, a husband is not capable of his wife’s wisdom, nor is a wife 
capable of her husband’s wisdom. Women are not even capable of a man’s moral wisdom 
to the extent that it springs from his intellectual wisdom.”!
From context given to us in Arcana Coelestia, described next, it seems that in 
Swedenborg’s day there was a great deal of spiritual blockage that needed to be dispersed 
by the Last Judgement. In such a setting, the wills of both men and women were stuck in 
worldly and bodily concerns in a way that is different from today. Since women cannot 
separate their intellect from their feelings, it makes sense that perhaps women in 
Swedenborg’s day would have had a much more difficult time thinking above the lower 
will. In such a setting, it would have been the male mind that had the ability to rise above 
the corrupted human will to reach guiding spiritual truths.  
 
With that blockage now greatly cleared since the Second Coming, women are not bound 
to a lower will in the way that they may have been in Swedenborg’s day. A woman’s 
perception, coming from her higher regenerating self, can be drawn up into a higher 
warmth in which it can perceive good and truth from the Lord in what she feels there.	
!
As demonstrated in Swedenborg’s descriptions of (presumably male) evil spirits who 
could temporarily raise their intellects into heaven, a raised intellect cannot maintain its 
height without a will that is guided by goodness to sustain it. Nowadays, women may be 
able to offer a crucial element—perception from the loves of a higher will—that can help 
doctrine be more complete, and thus more accurate.	
!
Arcana Coelestia	
!
There are some strong statements in Arcana Coelestia in regards to women—statements 
that would make one concerned about allowing women to be in the clergy. But the good 
news is that these statements are describing the unregenerate and evil states that 
dominated the world at the time the Writings were written. A reading of Swedenborg’s 
Apocalypse Revealed shows that before the Last Judgement in 1757, the spiritual world 
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was a messy confusion of falsity and evil, greatly blocking the ability of heavenly 
influences to reach earth. The human will existing in people on earth would have been 
influenced by hell in a much stronger way than today. Now, over 250 years since the Last 
Judgment cleared away those blockages and allowed a new revelation to come through, 
we on earth no longer live in the sad state described in the following numbers.	
!
AC 568	

AC 568 on the surface might be used in an argument against women priests by saying a 
woman is held by her evil will, and that this affects her thinking making her unable to be 
a good priest. A man would make a good priest because he is in understanding, in which 
reason can exist. The direct applicable quotes are:	

“…[T]he female disposition and make-up is such that the will or evil desire reigns rather 
than understanding. Every one of their fibers runs in that direction, and it is their very 
nature. The male make-up however is such that the understanding or reason reigns; every 
one of their fibers runs in that direction, and it is their very nature. …[N]owadays the will 
for good does not exist, but only evil desire, when yet it is possible for something of the 
understanding or reason to exist…”	
!
We learn from this quote that this unregenerate and evil state was the general state at the 
time the Writings. The word “nowadays” is used here to say that “evil desire reigns”. This 
unregenerate state, in the “nowadays” of when the Writings were published, is the context 
from which the Writings make some general statements in Arcana Coelestia about 
women’s unworthiness in their wills. This lower heat would affect their wisdom, which 
came from their wills.	
!
The Bible verse that AC 568 is addressing provides a further picture of the overall 
context. AC 568 is about the internal sense of Genesis 6:1. This verse is about the 
Nephalim, which were an evil people, and about their growing numbers: “man 
(Nephalim) began to multiply himself.”	
!
Fortunately, this is not the state of the women in the church of today. Things have 
changed tremendously in the world since the Last Judgement. Women have become 
educated, and have risen above the state described in AC 568. Now we have many good 
women to consider for the clergy, if they feel called.	
!
AC 266	

AC 266 on the surface might be used in an argument against women priests by saying a 
women cannot be good and independent thinkers—a skill necessary for priests—because 
they need to defer to their husbands’ judgment. The direct applicable quotes are:	

“…which requires a wife, because she acts not so much from reason, as her husband 
does, but from desire which belongs to the proprium, to defer to her husband’s better 
judgment.”	
!
We know from the context described above, in looking at AC 568, that at the time the 
Writings were published women only had access to a will that was unregenerate. Women 
acted from their “proprium” which was evil. And again the context of the Bible verse 
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being addressed is important. AC 266 is revealing the internal sense of Genesis 3:16 
about childbirth, which Eve was told would “multiply your pain and conceiving.”	
!
In the unregenerate and evil state at the time the Writings were published, when women 
were wholly uneducated and had evil in their wills, it makes sense that it would have 
been best for wives to be subject to their husband’s prudence. As said above, this is not 
the case in the modern world where women have had the opportunity to be lifted up with 
more education and spiritual freedom. Now a woman can act from her own prudence and 
as such may be a good candidate for the priesthood.	
!
AC 8994	

AC 8994 on the surface might be used in an argument against women priests by saying 
women are in affections only and must keep silent in church. The direct applicable quotes 
are:	

“For it is in keeping with Divine order for men to know things and women purely to have 
an affection for them, so that women do not love themselves because of their knowledge 
but love men…This also is why those of old said women must keep silent in the Church.”	
!
Men inherently love knowledge as a thing in itself. As men grow in wisdom they love 
knowledge more for the good that it can do as opposed to loving it as an end in itself. But 
in early life men love knowledge for its own sake, and as something that can be used for 
their own ambitions (see AC 3330). Women have affection for truth, as described in this 
number. Women, in an unregenerate state, can “concentrate on gaining knowledge” for its 
own sake or for some other evil affection. This unregenerate state of women was the 
general state at the time the Writings were published as described earlier. To avoid this 
state, marriages were created so that women “do not love themselves because of their 
knowledge…” If a woman gives up her feminine love of truth and replaces it with a love 
of knowledge for the sake of ambition or some other inappropriate affection, she destroys 
the heart of what a woman brings to the world—a love of truth for the sake of the good it 
can do. If that good, feminine love of the usefulness of truth is destroyed, then there is 
instead a love of knowledge for the sake of personal gain. Back in New Testament times, 
when again there was a tremendous amount of spiritual blockage, Paul may have been 
justified in his well-known statement from Corinthians instructing that “women must 
keep silent in church.”	
!
AC 8994 says that women are not well-liked if they have an affection for knowledge 
rather than an affection for truth, and that this type of woman is referred to in a saying of 
old – “women must keep silent in the Church”.	
!
The context of Bible verse addressed in these numbers provides a further picture of the 
overall context. AC 8994 is revealing the internal sense of Exodus 21:7-11 about male 
and female slaves. This story in the literal sense and internal sense is dealing with low-
level, unregenerate or evil states of spiritual slavery, of truth devoid of affection, and of 
those with an un-genuine affection for truth.	
!
But as said earlier, this is fortunately not the state of women who would be called and 
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selected to enter the priesthood for our church in these modern times.	
!
Divine Love and Wisdom	
!
In DLW 361 it says it is common with women that they cannot write well. This is an 
obvious indicator of the same context as shown in AC – the “nowadays” low-level 
unregenerate state of women in Swedenborg’s day. Fortunately women have risen past 
this state, and they can and do write well.	
!
Spiritual Experiences	
!
When looking at the series of books called Spiritual Experiences (SE), or sometimes 
called Spiritual Diary, it must be remembered that SE was not published. Is what is 
published by Swedenborg or unpublished important? TCR 779 leads us to believe that 
perhaps it is.	
!
“Since the Lord cannot manifest Himself in Person, as shown just above, and 
nevertheless has foretold that He was to come and establish a new church, which is the 
New Jerusalem, it follows that He will do this by means of a man, who is able not only to 
receive these doctrines in his understanding but also to publish them by the press.”  (TCR 
779)	
!
Perhaps one key reason SE was not a published work is that it does not contain carefully 
written context in the way that the published Writings do. How is that missing context 
relevant? We believe that the missing context, provided in the published works 
(especially AC), lets us know that these SE comments about women are talking about 
women who are in an unregenerate or evil state.	
!
Also, as we discussed in the foreword, Swedenborg did not have a true picture of the role 
of women in regards to wisdom, illustrated by his question, “What does a woman have to 
do with wisdom?” His unpublished diary is the most likely place for his lack of 
understanding about women to come out.	
!
SE 5936	

SE 5936 is a direct statement about harmful effects that preaching has on women. Let’s 
look at the full quote:	

 	

“Women who think in the way men do on religious subjects, and talk much about them, 
and still more if they preach in meetings, do away with the feminine nature, which is 
affectional; owing to which they must be with married men: they also become material, 
so that affection perishes and their interiors are closed. They also begin to develop a 
tendency, as regards the thoughts, to take up with crazes; which takes place because the 
affection, being then destroyed, causes the intellectual to be crazy. In outward form, 
indeed, they are still able to appear like other women. In a word, they become sensual in 
the last degree. Woman belongs to the home; and she [becomes] of a different nature 
where [she engages in] preaching.” (SE 5936)	
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!
This number is describing evil women who were likely caught up in pursuing knowledge 
for the sake of their ambitions or from some other evil affection. We can see that this 
could be very harmful. If a woman gives up her feminine love of truth and replaces it 
with a love of knowledge purely for the sake of some evil affection for the sake of her 
own ambitions, she destroys the heart of what a woman brings to the world. “Woman 
belongs to the home” in the sense that it is innate in her higher self to love truth for the 
sake of the useful ways it can be applied, and to always bring truth “home” to the most 
important thing: loving and caring.	
!
Applied truth is focused on loving and taking care of people, which is a central quality 
that women are needed for in their homes. A career can certainly happen alongside of 
marriage and parenthood for a woman. Women are capable of finding a healthy balance. 
But if selfish personal ambition takes a woman away from the people in her family who 
need her, it seems that such a focus may damage the core of a woman in a deeper way 
than for a man. An unhealthy balance that keeps a father or husband pursuing his career 
at the expense of his family life will also be hurtful in a man’s life. But because of the 
deep differences in their make-up, such unhealthy ambitions perhaps damage a woman’s 
spirit in a more serious way than for a man. She is created to be all about using truth and 
knowledge to nurture and care for people. A man, too, will suffer if he lets personal 
ambition separate him from his loved ones. But perhaps it does not damage the core of 
his make-up in the same way.	

 	

SE does not provide much context for statements, and we are risk for misunderstanding 
or misapplying what is seen in these books. 	
!
SE 436	

There is a similar context in SE 436 as we noticed in the AC passages:	
!
 “This is more applicable to women, in whom cupidities usually have predominance, who 
meddle with those things which concern the doctrines of faith, like men.” SE 436	
!
Again, we believe that the spiritual landscape and the capabilities of women were very 
different in Swedenborg’s day than they are now. Women priests should be selected and 
screened using the same selection process that men presently face. Women who are not 
suited for the job should not get the job, just as it is for the male applicants. And women 
would not create and affect doctrine “like men” but rather “like women,” from the 
perception or wisdom of their gender.	
!
SE 4940	

A similar context is clearly being described in SE 4940:	

 	

“Afterwards, a certain prayer was uttered by a woman, who was permitted to utter it 
because she could be in external devotion; and they were then variously affected. 
Thereupon I spoke with them, saying, that women are indeed able to enunciate with 
affection and thus to excite to devotion and sanctity, but not to teach. It must be added 
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that still it is rarely that such ones are interiorly devout. The woman who uttered the 
prayer in that church with such sanctity that all were moved and believed that she was the 
best of them all - she, on being examined as to the life, thus as to interiors, was wicked - 
wicked against her husband and against all who did not extol her. She wished to kill me 
by magic, and, with another woman, plotted foully against me.”	
!
All these Spiritual Experiences numbers, that have been used to say women should not 
preach, are actually about women who should not teach or preach because they were evil 
and wicked—wicked enough to wish to kill Swedenborg with magic.	
!!!

Section 2	

A Wider Look at the Writings in Regards to the Clergy	
!!

Direct Statements Regarding Women in the Ministry	
!
There is no direct statement in the entire published Writings that say women should not 
be priests or preach. This was determined by searching using heavenlydoctrines.org. The 
results are:	
!!!

!
The policy of not allowing women to be priests is hard to defend, given the lack of any 
direct forbidding statements in the Writings. The General Church has made a policy that 
restricts an entire gender, some of whom have inclinations towards the use of being in the 
clergy, based upon indirect teachings only. A significant restriction in freedom, based on 
no direct teachings, is a severe action that appears to be out of order relative to the lack of 
clear or direct doctrine.	
!
There are women in our church who feel a genuine love for learning and teaching 
spiritual truth in order to lead others to a good life. Our policy of not allowing them to 
practice this love is a severe restriction on their freedom. Restricting someone from doing 
evil is appropriate and needed. Deciding to restrict someone’s freedom to perform a 
useful service they feel called to do is very different, and ought only to be done with 

Search Entry Doc Retrieved and 
Reviewed

Statements saying no women 
priests allowed

Women, priests 62 None

Women, preach 14 None

Women, clergy 11 None

Women, ministers 11 None
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obvious and strong doctrine in support. In TCR 498 we see the importance of freedom in 
spiritual things. The number says that it is in our spiritual-level freedom that the Lord is 
present with us, and this freedom flows into our love and understanding. Do we want a 
policy that is restrictive in this area of usefulness, limiting the development and 
manifestations of these spiritual loves that could possibly limit or affect the character of 
the presence of the Lord with these women? Part of what drives us to do this study is that 
we started to feel a concern that we may have to answer for the harm we have caused to 
the church and to these women in the next life. In our review of the numbers we see no 
strong doctrine for this restrictive policy, just a patchwork of ideas that seem to be sown 
together more to support an old cultural norm than to build and protect the church. 	
!
Priestly Duties	
!
The duties of priests are described in Arcana Coelestia 10792 through 10799 (as well as 
in NJHD 311 to 319). In summary the duties are:	


- Priests have authority over religious affairs	

- Priests teach people the way to heaven and guide them to a good life	

- Priests instruct in the teaching of the church and guide lives accordingly	

- Priests are not to claim power over people’s souls	

- Priests are not to claim power to open and close heaven	

- Priests are to be respected but ascribe their entire honor to the Lord	

- Priests are to teach in order to lead people to the good of life	

- Priests need to set aside troublemakers to keep order in the church	


  	

Women have done all these duties very well (except the first one due to present church 
policy). They have done them as wives, mothers and Sunday school teachers. What good 
mother hasn’t guided her children toward a good life, by constant teaching and correcting 
their ways? What teacher hasn’t had to learn to deal with troublemakers?  What wife 
doesn’t give that sometimes deservedly painful feedback to her husband on his incorrect 
thoughts and affections that may be leading him astray from a good life? 	
!
In CL 294 we see the purpose of this feedback to husbands, which sometimes leads to 
expressions of anger on the part of the wife. “The object, however, of these expressions 
of anger and concealments of love is wisdom and a consequent reception of love on the 
part of her husband…” From this we get the picture that women instinctively know 
wisdom and can see when their husbands aren’t in it. How do they know it? They have 
their own good and solid understanding (CL 122) but they also know it from their 
perception, which we can read about in CL 166 to 168. A women’s perception comes 
from her will and is probably aided by her ability to access a higher warmth or heat (CL 
188). 	
!
So we can see no rational reasons that women cannot perform the above listed duties of 
priests. But what about representing the Lord?	
!
Priests also represent the Lord, so this would also be a duty or job of a priest. Priests 
represent the Lord (His Divine Good, AE 324:4, AC 6148:7) because priests lead people 
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to be saved, like the Lord’s Divine Goodness does (AC 3858:11, AC 9354:7, AC 9809, 
AC 9986, AC 10017). The office of the priest is what represents the Lord, not the person 
taking on the office. Any kind of person, good or bad, who is a priest represents the Lord 
(AC1361:4, AC 3670:2). So, it is not the maleness of a priest that represents the Lord. For 
example, both a prophet and a prophetess represent one who teaches the truth (AE 160, 
AR 133). 	
!
A male or a female priest would represent the Lord because it is not the maleness or 
femaleness that represents the Lord, but the office of being a priest.	
!
Characteristics and Other Duties of Priests	
!
From doing a search on clergy, priests and ministers we found some of the characteristics 
the Writings give for priests. They are listed below along with explanations about why 
women and men both have these characteristics.	
!

Enlightenment: One characteristic of priests is to be enlightened (TCR 146). 
Women have the ingredients that are required for this enlightenment, which are 
perception from affection for truth stirred from good and a desire to know truths. 
The direct quote from AC is “To have perception in spiritual things a person must 
have an affection for truth stirred by good and must have an unceasing desire to 
know truths. This leads to an enlightenment of the understanding part of his mind; 
and once it has been enlightened he is able within himself to see a thing with 
perception.”(AC 5937) 	
!
We know women that are like this in our church, women who have “affection for 
truth stirred by good”. And I (Jon) know very well the “unceasing desire to know 
truths” that exists in my wife! In fact, “affection for truth” is very often 
represented by women in the Word (see AC 3165, 1904, 3040, 1913, and many 
more).	

 	

From TCR we learn that this enlightenment is turned into both heat and light. 
With women it may be more likely to tend towards heat and with men towards 
light, but we believe that it affects the heat and light in both men and women: 
“Thus enlightenment coming from the Lord is turned into light and heat of 
various kinds, differing in each person’s case in accordance with his mental state.” 
(TCR 155)	
!
Enlightenment is directly from the Lord, seemingly like a light shining down. In 
men it will be received in a different way than women. But that light seems to 
shine down on both equally like the Sun in the Heavens affecting each according 
to their unique minds, and according to the person’s openness from their 
particular love of truth and goodness. The more men and women can share their 
unique kinds of enlightenment with each other, the more complete will the 
enlightenment be.	
!
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Perception: Another characteristic necessary for priests is perception, and the 
quality of the perception depends on how good the church’s doctrine is (TCR 
155). But this doctrine is the same for both the men and women in our church. 	
!
Perception is different in men and women as shown in CL 165-168. Women have 
their perception from love and men from the intellect.  But they both have 
perception. 	
!
Able to be taught: Priests need to be taught (TCR 146) – and we know that all 
people can be taught. Many women are recognized to be very capable students.	
!
Marry: Priests need to perform and witness marriages and betrothals. This is for 
the main purpose of hearing, receiving, confirming, and consecrating the consent 
in the name of the Lord (CL 21). Priests or ministers need to be able to reflect the 
Lord’s love when doing this duty (CL 308). Most women love weddings, and thus 
easily represent and reflect the Lord’s love in bringing two people together in 
marriage.	
!
Church internals: Clergy are to be concerned with internal elements of the 
church (AR 402). Both men and women show this concern.	
!
Attribute holiness: Clergy must attribute holiness to the Word and sacraments 
(TCR 701). Both men and women show regard for holiness.	
!
Remove falsity: Clergy must root out falsities (TCR 784).  Women are known for 
speaking up for the truth, as expressed in CL 294.	
!
Teach: Ministers must lead citizens of a country to truth by teaching it (AC 6822). 
From experience it seems that women can learn truths from the church and the 
Word and then teach them. They can teach that everything good comes from God 
and that we cannot gain anything that is not given us from heaven (DP 291). They 
can teach truths that lead to good, for the sake of truth and good (AC 8121).	
!
Occupational knowledge: Priests obtain occupational knowledge of the clergy as 
discussed in CL 163. This is a characteristic women in our church do not have, 
only because they have not been allowed access to the training. This topic was 
addressed earlier in this paper in the section dealing with the book Conjugial 
Love.	
!

This is not an exhaustive list but contains many of the characteristics of the clergy.	
!!
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!
SECTION 3	


The Potential Benefits of a Male and Female Clergy	
!
In the book Conjugial Love there are numbers that start by speaking about husbands and 
wives and then generalize to speak about men and women, or vice versa. Some of these 
numbers and topics are:	

Numbe

r
Husbands and Wives Stated Generalization about 

Men and Women

125 Husbands and wives together represent 
the church.

Men and women together make up 
the church.

137 The “heat” of external attraction is 
balanced with light as the husband 
grows in wisdom (a deeper ability to do 
good and love his wife) and the wife 
loves that wisdom. This is achieved 
through “useful services that each of 
them performs in society with the 
other’s help.”

Men were created to be receivers 
of the light from the Lord—the 
light of wisdom—and women were 
created to be receivers of warmth 
from the Lord, which takes the 
form of a love for the wisdom that 
can grow in a man.

159 A wife’s will unites to her husband’s 
understanding and vice versa.

A male is born to become a form 
of understanding, and a female is 
born to become a form of will that 
can love the understanding of a 
male.

160 A wife has a constant desire to unite 
with her husband, while a husband’s 
desire to unite with his wife is 
inconstant and intermittent.

Women are born forms of love 
while men are receivers.

161 A wife inspires union according to her 
love, and a husband receives it 
according to his wisdom.

When women and their sphere are 
removed, men lose all interest in 
and desire for the opposite sex.

163-16
5

A wife’s union with her husband’s 
intellectual wisdom is inward (less 
obvious) and with his moral wisdom is 
outward (more obvious).

Men’s intellectual wisdom has to 
do with the understanding alone, 
and moral wisdom with the 
understanding joined with leading 
a good life.

168 A wife has a certain kind of perceptive 
wisdom that her husband is not capable 
of. A husband has a certain kind of 
intellectual wisdom that his wife is not 
capable of.

It is masculine to perceive from the 
intellect and feminine to perceive 
from love.

��� 	
21



!
The above list confirms that many statements about husbands and wives are based on 
universal characteristics of men and women. Using this same approach of generalizing 
statements made about husbands and wives, the list below was generated. Also included 
are numbers that make general statements about men and women without specifically 
mentioning husbands and wives.	
!
We suggest that statements about the benefits of marriage and conjugial love can also be 
generalized to the benefits of men and women working together in a charitable way in 

169 A wife continually thinks about her 
husband’s disposition toward her, with a 
view to joining him to her.

In women, the affections of their 
love do not detach from their 
thoughts, as happens with men.

174 and 
175

A wife cannot perform duties 
appropriate to a husband and vice versa.

Women cannot be introduced into 
the duties of men and perform 
them properly and vice versa.

225 When a marriage love is not conjugial, 
the atmosphere of conjugial love is 
received by the wife but not by the 
husband through her.

The atmosphere of conjugial love 
is received directly by the female 
sex and indirectly by the male sex. 
Men can only receive it through 
women.

Numbe
r

Husbands and Wives Stated Generalization about 
Men and Women

331 A wife loves her husband on account of 
the intelligence he displays in his 
occupation and his conduct.	


Women come by birth into a love 
for the intelligence of men. But 
they cannot love and unite with 
that intelligence if a man loves his 
own intelligence.

372 A wife protects those concerns that she 
has in common with a man through her 
husband.

Protective zeal is implanted in men 
(according to their wisdom from 
receiving and reciprocating their 
partners’ love), and through men 
and on account of men in women.

379 Jealousness in husbands is different 
from jealousness in wives.

Jealousness in men is different 
from jealousness in women 
because they come from different 
origins: the intellect with men, and 
the will adjoined to men’s intellect 
with women.

409 Conjugial love exists with wives even 
when it doesn’t exist with their 
husbands.

Conjugial love is implanted in 
women and then is conveyed from 
women to men.
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any group organization or effort. This may indeed be what is being described as the 
“chaste love of the opposite sex” that brings delights and benefits, as described in CL 44 
and 55—a union of masculine and feminine spheres and minds, and the deep friendships 
and partnerships that can come of that.	
!

Number Husbands and Wives and Conjugial 
Partners

Generalization about the 
Partnership of Men and Women 

in Group Efforts

32 The Lord gives a wife a love for 
masculine wisdom in her husband. 
(When her husband decides to pursue 
wisdom, mainly by learning to truly 
love his wife and become a good and 
decent man, a wife loves that effort. 
His efforts empower her efforts.) The 
Lord gives a husband a love of 
becoming wise according to his 
reception of wisdom. (The more that a 
husband is willing to pursue and 
receive wisdom, the more he loves to 
do that. His wife’s love for masculine 
wisdom and her input inspires him to 
pursue masculine wisdom.) The wife 
inspires her husband to become a good 
husband and man, and his efforts to do 
so strengthen and empower her efforts 
to become a good woman and wife. As 
a result, their marriage grows and 
gains strength and effectiveness.

The Lord gives women a love for 
the presence of wisdom in men. 
They want to actively inspire it, 
nurture it, and unite their efforts 
with it. The Lord gives men a love 
for growing wise according to 
their reception of wisdom (and 
wisdom can’t exist apart from 
uniting true concepts with love to 
produce usefulness—something 
women constantly strive for). The 
more men are willing to pursue 
and receive wisdom, the more 
they love to do that. Women and 
their active input play a crucial 
role in bringing out the best in 
men—inspiring men to pursue 
wisdom—because women love 
that in men. In turn then, the 
efforts of men strengthen and 
empower the efforts of women. 
As a result, their group effort 
gains strength and effectiveness.

33 See general statement! Males are born intellect-oriented, 
with an affection for knowing, 
understanding and becoming 
wise. Females are born will-
oriented, with a love for joining 
themselves to men’s affection to 
better themselves (become wise). 
When women are present with 
men in a group effort, their love 
for bringing out the best in men 
inspires the men to pursue true, 
applied wisdom.
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37 After death, individual men and 
women retain a desire to unite with a 
person of the opposite sex, because 
that desire was permanently implanted 
in each from creation. Conjugial love 
is a desire for and endeavor to conjoin 
a man and woman into one complete 
person. Each on his or her own is only 
half a person.

Men and women, masculinity and 
femininity, were created to unite 
in friendship and teamwork. The 
sphere of conjugial love extends 
to a desire for and an endeavor to 
conjoin male and female energy 
and efforts into results that are 
more complete, effective and 
human. Masculine efforts without 
feminine, or feminine efforts 
without masculine, are 
incomplete, accomplishing only 
half the task.

38 A spiritual (as opposed to natural) man 
loves and wants internal (not just 
external) conjunction with his wife. 
His happiness increases to the extent 
that he continually joins with her more 
and more, with a goal of becoming one 
with her.

Men with spiritual goals want to 
work with women in deeper and 
deeper ways, toward a goal of 
having masculine and feminine 
endeavors and spheres join into 
one. To the extent that they do 
that, the happiness of all 
increases. 

42 Total conjugial conjunction results in a 
blessed life. An angel husband’s eyes 
flashed with sparkling light and his 
face was radiant and dazzlingly good-
looking. His wife was the  essence of 
beauty with a bright glow of a blazing 
light. Her eyes flashed with light.

Total conjunction of male and 
female endeavors, minds, and 
spheres will bring out the dazzling 
spiritual brightness and beauty of 
both.

42 Whenever the husband spoke, he spoke 
also on behalf of his wife. Whenever 
the wife spoke, she spoke also on 
behalf of her husband. The union of 
their minds flowed into their speech, 
and their speech was filled with the 
delights of peace and innocence.

When men and women have been 
working to unite their unique 
points of view, then when men 
speak they can also be speaking 
on behalf of women, and when 
women speak, they can also be 
speaking on behalf of men. As a 
result,  messages that are 
delivered through preaching and 
ministering can be filled with 
more peace and innocence.
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44 As a husband and wife are more united 
in a marriage of goodness and truth, 
spiritual offspring—love and wisdom
—are born. 

As the efforts and minds of men 
and women are united in a 
marriage of the goodness and 
truth each can bring, more love 
and wisdom will be born.

47[repeat
ed]

Husbands rarely recognize their wives 
after death, but wives readily recognize 
their husbands. This is because women 
have an interior perception of love, 
while men have a more superficial 
perception of love.

Women are needed in group 
efforts to bring in their ability to 
perceive the deeper aspects of 
love in any given effort.

52 A conjugial union fulfills a person in 
respect to his or her humanity. Our 
humanity has to do with our desire to 
be wise and our ability to love things 
that have to do with wisdom.

Men and women working together 
can better fulfill all efforts in 
respect to the humanity of the 
efforts. This teamwork will 
produce results that will better 
fulfill the human desire for 
wisdom and to love things that 
have to do with wisdom.

55 There is a good, useful and “sweet” 
love between unmarried men and 
women that reflects a love between 
intellect and its affection. This love 
enters deeply and unites men and 
women in “interior spiritual 
friendship,” which is a union of minds 
but not of bodies.

When men and women work 
equally together in partnership 
and mutual respect, they have the 
opportunity to develop important, 
deep friendships that are 
beneficial to all.

56 When an angel husband spoke, the life 
in his wisdom from his wife was 
perceived in his speech, for her love 
was in the tone of his voice.

Women bring life to wisdom. 
When women are fully involved, 
the men in turn will be able to 
speak with more love and life in 
their speech.

63 A husband and wife form the church 
together, which creates a complete 
church.

The active participation of men 
and women together will create a 
fuller, more complete church.
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64 Conjugial love comes from the Lord, 
and thus is holy. This holiness 
continues to purge and purify the love.

A conjugial sphere—which 
involves mutual respect and full 
partnership between the 
masculine and feminine—is holy. 
This holy sphere, when brought 
into every part of life, can purge 
and purify all relationships 
between men and women, 
building the ability for the 
genders to fully admire and value 
each other on a deep level.

65 In a marriage, when love is united to 
wisdom, it becomes loving. And when 
wisdom is united to love, it becomes 
wise.

When women and men work 
together, uniting their unique 
contributions, then the love 
becomes more loving, and the 
wisdom becomes more wise. The 
best of both is brought out.

66 Two married partners are real forms 
and reflections of the marriage 
between love and wisdom or between 
good and truth.

Males and females working 
together in full partnership create 
a genuine form and reflection of 
the marriage between love and 
wisdom or between good and 
truth. This can make the church 
organization truly reflect that 
marriage.

68 Conjugial love is the fundamental love 
of all good loves. It is engraved on 
even the smallest aspects of a person. 
Therefore, its delights surpass the 
delights of all other loves, and give 
delights to other kinds of loves 
according to the presence of conjugial 
love in them.

When men and women work 
together in full partnership, they 
are bringing aspects of conjugial 
love into all efforts, and this will 
bring much more delight into all 
efforts.

75 An angel husband looks at other men’s 
wives through the eyes of wife.

Men working with women have 
more opportunity to admire them 
chastely.
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76 A wife’s conjugial love affects her 
husband’s intelligence, causing the 
beginning of conjugial love in his 
perception. Then conjugial love can 
flow from the husband back to his 
wife.

By virtue of what they bring, 
women can affect the intelligence 
of men so that love can become a 
part of mens’ intelligence. Then 
men will gain an ability to pass 
love back to women, and there is 
a union in minds and in efforts. 
Women must be present in any 
effort for this to happen.

87 The will does not accomplish anything 
by itself but through the intellect, nor 
does the intellect accomplish anything 
by itself except from the will. Good is 
not good except to the extent that it is 
united with truth, and truth is not truth 
except to the extent that it is united 
with good. The Lord does not permit 
anything to be divided.

Both sides are always needed to 
truly accomplish useful and 
genuine results: will and intellect, 
good and truth, women and men.

88 To keep men from being destroyed by 
a love of their own intelligence, it was 
provided from creation that each can 
seek and find a woman to love instead, 
and that then she can inspire true 
wisdom in him and love that wisdom.

The presence of women is needed 
in order to keep men from getting 
caught up in a love of their own 
intelligence. Women will always 
want to check if men’s ideas are 
making sense from a love-and-life 
point of view. If men value this 
ability in women and seek its 
influence, they are being protected 
from a disorderly love of their 
own ideas. 

91 The female is born to be will-oriented 
in response to the intellectual 
orientation of the male.

Women are able to complement 
the work of men. To complement 
is to “make whole” by filling in 
what is lacking.

125 The church is implanted first in the 
man, and through the man in his wife.

If men will first “step up to the 
plate” and become wise in the 
way that women inspire them to 
be (and women inspire this by 
active and verbal input), then a 
true church can be implanted in 
men and in women.
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!
It can be seen that positive statements about marriage and conjugial love can also be 
generalized to men and women working together in a charitable way.	
!
So if these general statements can be made about men and women at large they can also 
be made about smaller groups of men and women, in various organizations, businesses 
and societies. If a male and female clergy were doctrinally acceptable then we would 
expect to see a version of these benefits in that male and female group or council. Below 
is a table of what the benefits might be to such a clergy.	


199 A husband’s capacity for receiving 
love and wisdom is elevated from 
elements taken from his wife—
elements that did not exist in him 
before. Also, a wife then receives 
elements from her husband that she did 
not have before.

Men’s capacity for receiving love 
and wisdom can be elevated from 
elements received from women. 
This can only happen if women 
are present as partners, working 
with men. Then, also, women can 
receive new elements from men.

Number Generalization about a Joint Male and Female Clergy

32, 33, 37, 44, 55 Working together well and reaching agreement

37, 52 More thoughtful “fully human” decisions

38, 42, 68, 79 More happiness, more liveliness, with mutual appreciation and 
support of each other

42 Innocent and peaceful support of each other

44 More love and wisdom formed into use

47 More understanding about love

56 More life in wisdom, more love heard in tone of voice

63 A fuller church, a fuller conjunction of good and truth

64 A more holy sphere and striving for purity in the church

65 More loving love and wise wisdom

66 More to reflect the conjunction of love and wisdom

75 More chasteness developed in the church

76 Truths more married to their associated goods

77 More harmony and unity in the church

81 Move church forward step by step through closer and closer 
relationship of men and women in charge of the church
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!
What would the model be for the development of the doctrine of the church, based on the 
formation of a husband and wife into a unity? For conjugial partners the husband’s 
inmost is love—a love for growing wise—and his outermost is wisdom, with intellectual 
wisdom being more inward and moral wisdom more outward. The wife’s love for her 
husband’s wisdom is the outermost part of her and that same wisdom that the husband 
needs is her inner core. A diagram of a single united conjugial pair might look like the 
one below, and a diagram for the formation of church doctrine, policy and sermons, based 
on this model, is shown below that.  

87 More will be able to be accomplished from men and women 
clergy working together

88 Reduced issues with conceit or love of men’s intelligence

91, 176 Men and women clergy’s work will complement each other, 
doing what each does best

125 A more full and complete church that reflects a true marriage 
of love and wisdom when male clergy decides to work with 
female clergy

199 Heightened capacity to receive love and wisdom in the church
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So with these potential benefits, and with approaches or models of a male and female 
clergy being even ideally possible, we feel there is a strong incentive to reconsider and 
reexamine what the Writings have to say about women being in the clergy.	
!!!

SECTION 4	

Two Non-number Based Arguments Against Women in the Ministry, Next Steps and 

Conclusions	
!
No women priests in the Old and New Testaments	
!
The good news is that we cannot decide our future based just upon past precedence, 
especially in the New Church where a new doctrine has been given. Our world has been a 
patriarchy for thousands of years. That does not mean that our world is supposed to 
continue to operate as a patriarchy.	
!
Decline of churches that have women priests	
!
What if we add women to the clergy and we experience the declining membership that 
the Convention Church has experienced? We believe you cannot assume a direct cause 
and effect. Other factors may be the true cause. One of these factors might be the decision 
by Convention to be less centralized. The Convention Church does not have a network of 
New Church education, which has been a strong factor in producing members well-
versed in the Writings and church connections and practices from a young age. General 
Church children have often grown up with their whole world—school, family, and social 
life—all contained within their church community, thus making it more likely that they 
will stay more closely connected to that community. Also a factor may be the prevalence 
of de-emphasizing the belief that the Writings are the Word. Or it could be a leaning by 
Convention to become more closely tied to the churches around them, which would tend 
to de-emphasize the bonds that hold them together. It is all conjecture, and we don’t think 
it wise to judge the decisions of another church organization, or to relate it to our church 
group. 	
!
What to do About the Mistake of not Allowing Women in the Clergy?	
!
We conclude that as a church organization we have understandably—due to the times in 
which the General Church was founded—made a mistake in policy, a mistake that we 
need to fix. Our hope is that the existing clergy can realize the harm that has come from 
banning women from being priests—an error first made due to cultural influences at the 
start of the General Church, when women were actually second-class citizens in the 
culture of the world. There have been young women unable to have the kind of spiritual 
counsel they needed. There have been women who have been raised to deeply love the 
Writings, but then have been made to feel that there is something wrong with them if they 
want to act upon that love by dedicating their lives to studying, teaching and sharing New 
Church concepts. There have been gaps in connecting with or nurturing certain groups of 

��� 	
30



people and certain life situations. There has been a historical lack of connecting church 
policy with charitable outreach and emotional support. It would be good for the existing 
clergy to dig into and understand the reasons the error of banning women from church 
leadership has persisted so long. Perhaps some of these reasons are:	


1. The nature of women, being will-oriented, makes it difficult for them to do battle 
against men on men’s terms, i.e. only an intellectual battle of published papers instead 
of discussion and evidence from life examples.	

2. Perhaps the implementation of priestly governance set up by the church has over-
emphasized priestly authority, keeping the policy-making process too hidden from 
laity without enough chance for lay wisdom to be genuinely heard and considered.	

3. Perhaps we are giving too much sway to Swedenborg the man, allowing too much 
influence of unpublished works.	
!

We believe that the church could greatly benefit from an effort to change things so that 
similar errors of this magnitude don’t happen again. There could be useful, proactive 
steps to address areas where the General Church has suffered in effectiveness, such as 
dedicating a woman priest to focus solely on diversity and inclusion, or including more 
women as teachers and/or administrators of theological school.	
!
Conclusion	
!
We conclude that, due to the misunderstanding of our forefathers, the clergy has been in 
error in excluding women as priests. This error is harming our church.	
!
From reading papers by ministers we see that the error of thinking only men can be 
priests comes from misunderstanding the dynamics of marriage and in particular 
misunderstanding women. These misunderstandings or errors in thinking are not 
surprising for two reasons. The first is that a male clergy member is not likely to 
understand concepts around women if he separates himself from women when he studies 
the topic on his own. The topic requires not only deep thought but also a deeper insight 
into emotions and affections around the topic, and these can only begin to be understood 
from close consultation with women. This could be done by constant checking if the 
proposed idea a man has gotten from reading the related numbers in the book Conjugial 
Love match the perception and innate wisdom around marriage love that women have. 
That was the way this paper was written and why it is co-authored.	

 	

The second reason that this error is not surprising is that the thrust of history is against it. 
We believe that a new understanding of this topic is the core of what the New Church is 
about. Conjugial love comes from women and men acting as equals, each needing 
something from the other. We can generalize this and apply it to our church, and truly 
make this church reflect the Marriage that is presented symbolically in the book of 
Revelation. In an understanding of this newly-revealed dynamic of conjugial love from 
the Writings, we need to form a church that is truly New, free from old prejudices. Only 
by guiding deep insights with the right affections can the church members be given truly 
useful concepts to live their lives by.	
!
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The all-male priesthood is too intellectually oriented. It can and has created doctrine that 
is insufficiently connected to life experience and human relationships. We all remember 
the sermons that were read from papers containing number after number from the 
Writings given in a dry and unfriendly way. We believe that the improvement we have 
seen is due to the increased influence of women in the church, including the stronger 
voices of the clergy wives. The presence of women priests may inspire the male priests to 
do more adventuring into new doctrinal discoveries, with women priests ensuring that 
any new discoveries are useful and meaningful to life as we are living it. There is little to 
be concerned about with women priests giving sermons that are too affectionate, since 
our culture and history require good scholarship, and since the male clergy would be 
there as partners. 	
!
The Writings are full of numbers about the importance of variety in perfecting the whole. 
The Writings are full of numbers on the importance of love and wisdom working 
together; there is no more common theme in the Writings.	
!
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